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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. South West Queensland Water Information Day 20 May 2010
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Local government officers involved in management of water and sewerage have faced a difficult period of statutory reform over the past three years and this turbulent period is continuing with new drinking water quality requirements, fluoridation and changes to mandatory reporting. Occurring concurrently with difficulties in managing amalgamation processes, ageing infrastructure, suspension of subsidies and  technical skills shortages has left many in the industry reeling with little time for strategic planning. To assist councils in dealing with these issues, qldwater has developed a number of forums to keep regional councils up-to-date with current changes.

In two weeks, a water information session has been planned for south west Queensland to bring expert speakers on the current issues facing the local government water industry to talk with local managers and provide updates on the current and future government directions as well as assistance provided for the industry. The day is being run as a ‘mini-conference’ on  20 May in Stanthorpe, the day before the south-west regional branch conference of the IPWEAQ.

Speakers include representatives from DERM, LGAQ, QMDC, Dial Before you Dig, qldwater, and Opus. Topics covered include:

· State government plans for streamlining water reporting requirements,

· Update on joint arrangements among LGAQ, DERM and qldwater for assisting the water industry in addressing future risks,

· Latest information from the coal seam gas water feasibility study,

· Briefing on assistance in accessing water industry worker training and the Queensland Water Skill Strategy.

This is a full agenda for a short day, but networking drinks will be provided after the sessions and lead into the evening activities of the IPWEAQ branch conference for those attending both days. All staff from South West Councils are eligible for qldwater member rates of $66 per person, including lunch and networking drinks, and discounts are available with attendance by more than two officers from each council. 

For further information contact Heather Gold on 3252 4701 or complete and return the registration form attached.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. IWC Water Leader Scholarships
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Full and partial-tuition scholarships are now available to study International WaterCentre’s (IWC) Master of Integrated Water Management. 
· Full scholarships - AU$39,960 (Australian and international students) and Overseas Student Health Cover 

· Partial scholarships (Australian and international students) 

· Full-time and part-time study (part-time study for Australian & NZ citizens/residents only) 

· Scholarships open May 1 – August 1

Master of Integrated Water Management 
The program equips students with the integration, leadership and managerial skills to become part of an elite group of water leaders with sustainable and holistic solutions to global water and climate change challenges. The program commences February 2011 and can be completed in 12 or 18 months full-time or 3 years in part-time/distance study mode.

The program is custom-designed and taught by leading practitioners and academics from a range of disciplines from International WaterCentre (IWC) member universities - The University of Queensland, Monash University, Griffith University, and The University of Western Australia.   Full information is available on our website www.qld.water.com.au under Projects and Training.

Apply: http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc-scholarships 
Video about the program: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJlaglAJneY 
Contact: admin@watercentre.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Treatment Plant Tour 2010

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The qldwater Annual Treatment Plant Tour gets underway next week in the four days from Monday 10 May until Thursday 13 May.

qldwater along with our STP and WTP Infrastructure experts and representatives from State Government Departments will be visiting eight regional Queensland Councils. The visit involves discussing individual treatment plant matters and provides an update on programs relevant to treatment plant infrastructure, with a site inspection of the water and/or sewage treatment plants.  

The councils taking part in the tour this year are:  Murweh Shire Council, Quilpie Shire Council, Blackall-Tambo Regional Council, Longreach Regional Council, Winton Shire Council, Barcaldine Regional Council, Central Highlands Regional Council and North Burnett Regional Council.   As with previous years, the visit is provided free of charge to the councils visited and is a valuable opportunity to receive impartial infrastructure advice with a full confidential report issued to the councils at the conclusion of the tour. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au 
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